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FIREARMS AND MENTAL ILLNESS	Comment by Microsoft Office User: *** 
The United states constitution allows citizens different rights, for example the right to own firearms. However, background checks to determine the mental conditions of the buyer must be conducted. The system responsible for this check-up has failed to provide the necessary information needed to arms dealers. This discussion highlights the reasons why and how the system has failed in upholding the federal gun background checks using an article from CNN news, “How the violent mentally ill can buy guns.” This article highlights how Gerald Hume obtained a firearm legally through he was mentally unstable. Hume ended up using the gun to kill his mother and resisting arrest when confronted by the police. 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Great point! I think you could expand upon this idea a bit. Also, I wonder if the first half of your introductory paragraph could fit better somewhere else. Let’s discuss!	Comment by Microsoft Office User: You’re right that the article focuses on Hume in this way, but for this paper, it’s important to think bigger. In a more general sense - based on his story, what is the main idea or theme the article brings up? 
Successive system failure gave Gerald Hume the chance to purchase a gun. Hume suffered schizophrenic, and he heard voices when alone. Anyone could know that he was mentally ill from a short conversation and his looks. Since he passed the background check needed for the purchase of a firearm, the dealer sold a gun to Hume. There is no link between the National Instant Criminal Background Check System and the mental facilities to show backgrounds of mental illnesses. This has made the system a failure given that the main requirement to be fulfilled before the purchase of a firearm is a history of mental illness. Besides, a national crisis is what it takes to get people to notice that there is a problem in the system. For instance, the shooting at Virginia led to the improvement of NICS amendments.  
Furthermore, the lack of a political will has given more people the advantages of owning a firearm. A shooting incident in Virginia which led to the death of 32 people resulted from a gun owner who passed the necessary background checks for owning a gun. Many states fail to submit records of people with mental health conditions to the NICS. This is the reason why people like Gerald pass test and own firearms. The federal law has no control over state governments, therefore, the state government can submit records to the national government willingly, whether important or not. This lack of political will from some states makes the NICS data vague and to have loopholes. Hume was able to purchase a short gun and a rifle because Oklahoma did not comply with the government to send data for mentally ill people. 
Also, technical limitations, state privacy laws, and lack of communication promote guns falling into the hands of people with mental problems. States like Texas, Illinois, and Oklahoma fail to provide accurate and enough information to NICS that can help stop guns from reaching the wrong hands. According to the article, the police believe that the problem goes beyond poor reporting and up ahead to corruption. The system was good until people needed money. Mental health patients with criminal backgrounds were released to the streets. It made it difficult for the police to apprehend them since their data is not on the NICS system to prevent them from acquiring arms. 
Mental health patients deserve to be in mental institutions. They are in the streets because there is a lack of political will, inadequate data, privacy laws, technical limitations, and successive system failures that have set them free from the institutions of health care. A Cameroonian teenager in our community here in Maryland killed his brother with the gun no one new he bought.  Most mental health patients are roaming the streets courageous enough that there is no law to bother them. What is really missing in this country is the cooperation between the states and the national government, and the cooperation between security and law enforcement agencies. If we had collaboration between our institutions, will we have cases of firearms falling in the hands of mentally ill people?	Comment by Microsoft Office User: For sure a relevant topic. Can you expand upon this and relate it more to your personal experience? 	Comment by Microsoft Office User:  For this section, you need a researchable question. Think “If ____,  then ____.” 
Another question  or me maybe how fragile, selfish and irresponsible are the people making this constitutions?
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